THE GROWTH OF THE GREAT STATE

there must be collisions between states rushing to
occupy, common sense would seem to dictate to the
stiff and snarling Chancelleries of Europe to lay
aside their canine dignities, and, calmly, by inter-
national committee, at once to assign spheres of
influence over all the virgin soil or the fallow areas.
Men will shortly see the costly armaments of
modern nations left stranded high and utterly
extinct; hulks empty and abandoned as those
jutting ruined castles that dominate the passes of
the Alps. Till then all polities will be arresting
their own growth; and will delay the cure of
poverty, by making heavier the weight of their
defences.

And it would also seem clear that some new
neutral kind of International Power should be called
into existence (as the Universities were called in the
Middle Ages). Of what nature should this new
Power be ? It should provide a point of rest, in
neutral zones, for the due economy, in the common
weal, of all those influences which ignore national
boundaries and for which frontiers have no meaning.
The following universal interests certainly imply
a universal bond. There is a common need of food
and fear of death; a common delight in all the arts,
especially in music. The intercourse of distant
universities, the congresses and communicated
records of all scientific bodies, the sweeping
collective influences of emigration, the implied
fundamentals of all high systems of ethics, of
religions and the missions they send; the ever-
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